
 

 
 
 

ELECTION ADMINISTRATION PREVIEW  
RHODE ISLAND PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY ELECTION  

TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2008  
 

electionline’s Election Administration Previews provide basic election administration information 
for upcoming primary and general elections. They are generally available up to five days before 
the vote.  
 
On the ballot: Presidential primary candidates  
 
Polling place hours: Opening times in the state vary, with most jurisdictions, including East 
Providence, Providence, Warwick and Pawtucket, opening at 7 a.m. All polls close at 9 p.m., 
except New Shoreham, where polls will be open from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  For a complete list of 
opening times, click here. (Scroll to the bottom of the page.) 
 
Registered voters: 665,091 (February 2008) 
 
Absentee and early ballots: An excuse is required to cast an absentee ballot.   
 
Voter ID: Per federal law, first-time voters who registered by mail but did not include verification 
with their application must show ID at polling places the first time they cast ballots. 
 
Voting systems: Only paper-based systems are used in the state, including hand-counted paper 
ballots, optical-scan ballots and a vote-by-phone system accessible to people with disabilities. 
Click here for a complete list of voting system usage.  
 
State election links:  
 
Rhode Island Board of Elections 
 
Secretary of state 
 
Voter Information Center 
 
Recent news stories: 
 
State ready for record turnout, WJAR-NBC10, Feb. 26, 2008 
 
Mayor criticizes voters’ board, The Providence Journal, Feb. 21, 2008 
 
Canvassers update rolls for primary elections, The Providence Journal, Feb. 20, 2008 
 
_______________________ 
 
electionline.org is a project of Pew’s Center on the States. electionline.org is committed to the Center’s mission to 
examine effective policy approaches to critical issues facing states by conducting highly credible research, bringing 
together diverse perspectives, analyzing states' experiences to determine what works and what doesn't and collaborating 
with other funders and organizations to shine a spotlight on nonpartisan, pragmatic solutions.  
 
The Pew Charitable Trusts applies the power of knowledge to solve today’s most challenging problems. Our Pew Center 
on the States identifies and advances effective policy approaches to critical issues facing states. 
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http://www.elections.state.ri.us/frequent.htm#Absentee%20Voting
http://www.elections.ri.gov/frequent.htm#Absentee%20Voting
http://vermont-elections.org/elections1/votingsystems.html
http://www.elections.ri.gov/default.htm
http://www.sec.state.ri.us/elections
http://www.sec.state.ri.us/vic/
http://www.turnto10.com/northeast/jar/news.apx.-content-articles-JAR-2008-02-26-0022.html
http://www.projo.com/news/politics/content/EB_EPROVCANVASS21_02-21-08_VP939VS_v33.349160d.html
http://www.projo.com/ri/northprovidence/content/mc_canvass_02-20-08_KG92J05_v10.39b75a8.html

