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"Our state is truly at a crossroads. We can continue to do what doesn't =
work or change our direction. I think it's time for a change.” Public Safety
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= The high failure rate among people on probation supervision has
also contributed to the growth of the prison population. In 2006, 46 CONTACT

percent of people on probation were incarcerated for violating info@pewpublicsafety.org
conditions of their supervision or for committing new crimes.' www.pewpublicsafety.org

= Seventy percent of people on probation or parole referred to
substance abuse treatment programs as a condition of their
supervision waited an average of one month to receive placement in



http://www.pewpublicsafety.org/

"We need to look at whether We're being smart about the way we punish and incarcerate inmates in
this state.”— Nevada Supreme Court Justice James Hardesty

an outpatient treatment program. During this time, they were more likely to relapse and return to prison
for violating their conditions of release.

= Forty-three percent of people on probation and parole reported significant drug addiction and 20
percent reported significant alcohol use problems. Likewise, a survey of the general prison population
revealed that 29 percent of inmates were reported to have mental illnesses, almost twice the national
average.
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In June 2007, the Governor signed AB 510, which provided inmates incentives to complete risk
reduction programs. This new law also increased the amount of credits parolees can earn for
complying with the conditions of their supervision, and it established a similar incentive for probationers
to earn time off their sentences.

= To measure the impact of AB510 on the prison population and develop a comprehensive approach to
managing future growth, members of the state’s Advisory Commission on the Administration of Justice
are working with the Council of State Governments Justice Center. The Justice Center is providing
expert consultation and timely analyses to inform the commission’s policy recommendations, which are
due to the General Assembly when it next convenes in 2009.

= Policymakers are working closely with the Justice Center to institutionalize a data tracking tool to
ensure real-time reporting of probation, parole and prison data.

= To reduce the number of probation revocations, officials from the Nevada Department of Corrections
and the Parole and Probation Division are working with Justice Center staff to analyze substance abuse
and mental health needs of people whose probation has been revoked.

By the Numbers

2006 Index crime rate per 100,000 (rank): 4830.3 (4“‘) 2008 Corrections budget: $270 million"
2006 Violent crime rate per 100,000 (rank): 741.6 (3“’) 2008 Corrections share of budget: 8%

2006 Incarceration rate per 100,000 (rank): 540 (9“‘) 2005 Releases reincarcerated: 29%

2007 Prison population (as of 10/2007): 13,462 2011 Projected prison population: 16,764

FBI Uniform Crime Reports; “Public Safety, Public Spending: Forecasting America’s Prison Population 2007-2011,” Pew Public Safety Performance
Project; Fiscal Year 2006 Statistical Abstract, Nevada Department of Corrections; “State of Nevada Executive Budget in Brief”, Nevada Department of
Administration, Budget and Planning; “Increasing Public Safety and Generating Savings: Options for Nevada Policymakers”, Council of State
Governments Justice Center.
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' The distinction between the percentage of revocations resulting from technical violations of probation and commitments for new crimes
is not clearly known due to lack of available data.
" The FY2007 budget represents a 9.4 percent increase over the FY2006 budget. All funding sources were considered.
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